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FRANCO-POLISH ALLIANCE
EARLY in January 1921 the French Government invited Poland
to send representatives to Paris to facilitate the "conclusion of
a political and economic entente between Poland and France."
The Polish Government accepted the invitation, and intimated
that Pilsudski as Chief of the State would visit the French capital
in person, the date being fixed for January 12. But the Marshal,
who had undergone a severe strain during the preceding year,
fell ill, and the visit was postponed till February 3. Pilsudski
was accompanied by Sapieha, the Foreign Minister, and Sosn-
kowski, Minister of War, and welcomed by Briand, Barthou and
Weygand.
Negotiations between the French and Polish Ministers proceeded
briskly, and on February 6 Briand communicated to the British,
Italian and Japanese Ambassadors at the Quai d'Orsay the terms
of a joint Franco-Polish declaration: "The Governments of France
and Poland, being equally anxious to safeguard their security
and the peace of Europe, have recognized once more the com-
munity of interests which unite the two countries in friendship,
and have agreed to confirm their decision to co-ordinate their
efforts and to this end to maintain close contact for the defence
of these interests/' On the same day Pilsudski paid a visit to
Verdun, where he was received by Petain, who showed him over
that ever-famous battleground; Verdun conferred on him the
freedom of the city; in return he decorated Verdun with the Polish
croix de guerre. Thereafter the Marshal went back to Warsaw.
The Political Agreement resulting from the visit was signed
by Briand and Sapieha at Paris on February 19,1921. Its Preamble
and First Clause ran: